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sand little and undefinable acts of sedulous atten-
tion, which love alone can pay, and of which, when
paid, love alone can estimate the value. Love out-
runs the deductions of reasoning; it scorns the re-
fuge of casuistry; it requires not the slow process of
laborious and undeniable proof that one action would
be injurious and offensive, or another beneficial or
gratifying, to the object of its affection. The least
hint, the slightest surmise, is sufficient to make it
start from the former, and fly with eagerness to the
latter.
I am well aware that I am now about to tread on
very tender ground; but it would be an improper
deference to the opinions and manners of
the age altogether to avoid it. There has Stage.
been much argument concerning the lawfulness of
theatrical amusements8. Let it be sufficient to re-
mark, that the controversy would be short indeed,
if the question were to be tried by this criterion of
love to the Supreme Being. If there were any
thing of that sensibility for the honour of God, and
of that zeal in his service, which we show in behalf
of our earthly friends, or of our political connexions,
should we seek our pleasure in that place which the
debauchee, inflamed with wine, or bent on the gra-
tification of other licentious appetites, finds most
congenial to his state and temper of mind ? In that
place, from the neighbourhood of which (how justly
termed " a school of morals'" might hence alone be
inferred) decorum, and modesty, and regularity re-
tire, while riot and lewdness are invited to the spot,
and invariably select it for their chosen residence!
where the sacred name of God is often profaned!
8 It is almost unnecessary to remark, that the word is to be un-
derstood in a large sense, as including the Opera, &c.
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